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Mission 2020: Lakhpati Kisan-Smart Village

Murhu is one of the six blocks that falls under Khunti district in Chotanagpur
Plateau of Jharkhand. Munda is a predominant tribe residing in the region.
Their major livelihood is agriculture, along with non timber forest produce and
livestock rearing. Based on study of the block and concentration of tribal families,
7 out of 16 Gram Panchayats are selected for an intervention called Mission 2020:
LakhpatiKisan-Smart Village in the first phase (2015-2020). This covers 76 hamlets
of 45 villages. Our support agency Collectives for Integrated Livelihood Initiatives
(Clnl), an Initiative anchored by Sir Ratan Tata Trust, Mumbai, plays vital role of
nodal agency for promoting and strengthening the mission to raise annual
income of tribal farmers as well as addressing issues of their food and livelihood
security. For next five years period, the program will strive to achieve the goal
to pull out 2,500 households from poverty with increased life choices and to
raise their average income up to Rs. 1,20,000 (Rs. 90,000 additional income) from
existing baseline of Rs. 30,000. The program works over the themes of Nurturing
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sustainable/self ~ managed institution
like women SHGs and their federation to
leveraging credit support for families, low cost
water structures for more HHs, farm/forest
/| based livelihood with grower clusters and
livestock rearing. NBJK acts like a monitoring
unit and 174 SHGs promoted under the
program are nucleus within livelihood
activities. Making low cost water structures
is a priority and that ensured 1350 HHs with
irrigation facility with support of government
| programs also like MADA, MNREGA, and Dept.
< of Soil Conservation etc. Farm based livelihood
was promoted and tribal farmers get profit
by growing cash crops like Tomato, Cabbage, Watermelon during Kharif, Rabi
and Summer seasons. During 2015-16, total 1585 HHs have produced 1755.2
tons of tomato, cabbage and watermelon, picked up 692 times by marketers
in villages where cluster of growers have worked hard upon 269 acres land
for such endeavor that ensured them for enhanced average annual income of
Rs. 60,000-80,000 easily. Lac production is the activity promoted under forest
based livelihood initiative that involved 1450 HHs and created brood farm
village for availability of brood locally. This is an intensive hand holding support
for 4 continuous cycles within two years and fetched Rs. 40,000 as an average
annual income for them. Piggery is another income generating activity related
to livestock rearing in this tribal area. 440 HHs have formed clusters, follow better
practices and avail vet service at door step. This added around Rs. 30,000 to
annual income of each family.

Traditional Gram Sabha/Village Meeting, SHG meeting and Micro-planning
exercise have introduced the program within community. Inter village &
external exposure, sharing of project principles, visualization of income, use
of IEC material, understanding of Package of Practices, sharing of input cost &
available market/marketing channels and action plan accordingly have engaged
people together to be self sustained farmers. They labor hard methodically and
earn for self-reliance. There are farmer couples like Dolo Hassa-Kumari Didi (vill-
Janumpiri), Mukut Tiru-Jinit Minj (vill-Pandu) those cultivated tomato, garden
pea, bottle gourd, watermelon, Kusumi Lac upon 50-70 decimal land and raised
theirincome as Rs. 60,0001 Lakh within a year.
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Appreciation for Preventing Diabetic Retinopathy

13 April, Denmark : World Diabetes Foundation, Denmark has expressed its
deepest appreciation and admiration for the work by NBJK to prevent blindness
due to diabetes in Jharkhand. In his letter to Mr. Satish Girija (Secretary, NBJK),
Mr. Anders Dejgaard (Managing Director, WDF) has conveyed satisfaction over
completion of the joint project from July 2013 to March 2016 focused upon
prevention and treatment of Diabetic Retinopathy, a particular blindness
caused by diabetes that makes people sightless slowly. Mr. Dejgaard has called
the partnership as efficient, smooth and was hopeful for
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sustainability of the WDF funded initiative for common
people’s access to quality diagnosis and treatment of
Diabetic Retinopathy. NBJK run Loknayak Jai Prakash
| Eye Hospital (Bahera, Chouparan) has been provided
modern equipments, training and other supports from
WDF during the period to initiate mass awareness
against Diabetic Retinopathy as well as proper treatment
facility at the hospital. Md. Aseem Ali (Asst. Manager,
LNJPEH) has informed about diabetes check up camps
at 264 villages, related quiz events at 202 schools, 15000 identified diabetic
people, 1129 patients of diabetic retinopathy and successful treatment for
250 among them as the outcome of WDF supported project that has touched
around 2 lacs people over the issue. We feel grateful for such people centric
approach and crucial support from World Diabetes Foundation, he added.

To Prevent Malnutrition among Mothers & Children

1-2 April, Churchu : Aanganwadi Sevikas, Sahiyas and Members of Mata Samiti from 10
villages ike Aango, Oriya, Jamdiha, Khurandih, Sariya, Lodhe of Churchu block (Hazaribag)
have participated in a training upon malnutrition among mothers and children under
Child Centered Community Development program with support of Plan India. Dr.
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Chaitanya (Medical Officer, Churchu block) was the resource
person who introduced about symptoms of malnutrition during
pregnancy, early motherhood)/childhood and discussed about
preventive measures. He suggested for taking care of pregnant/
" | lactating mothers and children as malnutrition affects body
= immune system critically to make them sick. On 2nd April, all
trainees have visited Malnutrition Treatment Center at Sadar
i Hospital, Hazaribag to see the arrangement there. Mrs. Indu
Devi (ANM) has briefed them about work mode and facilities
available at the center to support undemourished mothers
& children. Also the trainees have observed Child Ward of the hospital where children
get medical treatment. The exposure under guidance of a doctor resource person has
enhanced their knowledge and acquaintance with the system to address problem
caused by malnutrition. Mrs. Usha Rani (CDPO), Ms. Alpna Tirky(Supervisor), Mr. Ranjan
Kumar (Program Manager), Mr. Arvind Kumar (Coordinator), Mr. Vijay Kumar and Ms.
Alwina Hansda (Field Supervisors) have contributed to the training.

Good Result for SPPS Children

28 May, Chouparan : NBJK managed Surekha Prakash Bhai Public School students have
performed well in CBSE board examination for 10th class. There were 75 students appeared
for the examination and 9 out of them have scored 10 CGPA while more than two dozen
couldachieve 9 CGPA. Kumar Gaurav, Saumya Kumari, Amarjeet Kaushik, Siddhant Bhardwaj,
Kunal Kumar, Nikky Kumari, Sandip Kumar, Vishal kumar and Swarnjyoti Kumari are the elites
who have made their school proud with such excellent result with successors like Neetu
Kumari (9.8), Sumant Kumar & Adarsh Vishwakarma (9.6), Princy Sony (9.4), Manish Kr. Mishra
& Alisha Kumari (9.2) and Raunak (9) with others with shining outcome.

Mr. Satish Girija (Secretary, NBJK) has congratulated pass out students, their parents and
school management for this delightful moment after hard work. Recently first batch for
12th class board examination (CBSE) too has shown 80% result by students and 8 girls have
secured their place under top 10in the school list.
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Women Convention against Liquor in Jharkhand

31 March, Hazaribag : NBJK and network VOs have called a convention of
SHG members, PRI representatives and others to oppose liquor collectively.
The program was inaugurated by Mrs. Sarojini Devi (Pramukh, Sadar block),
Mrs. Anushree Devi (Pramukh, Churchu block), Mrs. Agnesia S. Purty (Member,
District Council), Mrs. Sharmili Ekka (In-charge, Women Police Station,
Hazaribag) and Ms. Veena Sethi (Advocate). Mr. Satish Girija (Secretary, NBJK)
has welcomed all and charged liquor as the root cause to a lot of problem.
He suggested for prohibiting foreign
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liquor initially and phase wise ban on
country/homemade liquor with help of
women elected for more than 50% seats
of PRIs. Mrs. Sarojini Devi has called liquor
# as anti-women and demanded for a strict
ban over its production and sell in the
state. Mrs. Anushree Devi has blamed
it for destroying people’s life while Mrs.
a| Agnesia S. Purty has raised the issues of
Lt @ awareness, education and livelihood for a
RS successful campaign against liquor. Mrs.
QPR S Rony Devi (Mukhiya, Singhani panchayat)
has supported the ban and appealed male
members in families for cooperation. Mr. Jeevlal Mahto (ex-Pramukh, Sadar
block) was concerned about diminishing social support for such battle due to
growing number of drinkers. Mrs. Sharmili Ekka has accused liquor for most
of the crimes against women. Many people like Mr. Mahendra Ram (Mukhiya,
Silwar panchayat), Mrs. Yashoda Devi (ex-Mukhiya, Karbaikala panchayat), Mr.
Filman Bakhla (Lok Prera Kendra), Mr. Awdhesh Pandey (Chhotanagpur Vikas
Utprerna Kendra) and Dr. Vishwanath Azad (SHARK) have expressed their views
against liquor. Around 200 women have participated in the convention.
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Mental Health Camp on World Schizophrenia Day

24May, Hazaribag: A Mental Health Camp was organized at NBJK Coordination
Office premises with support of RINPAS (Ranchi Institute of Neuro-Psychiatry &
Allied Sciences), Kanke, Ranchi. RINPAS has sent the team of doctors and support
staffs for this outreach camp like every month which is crucial for around a
thousand people suffering from different psychotic and neurotic disorders e.g.
bipolar, paranoia, insomnia, amnesia,
stress, depression, anxiety, epilepsy,
schizophrenia, substance abuse etc. A
crowd of carers and patients from not
only Hazaribag but other neighboring
districts namely Koderma, Chatra,
Giridih, Bokaro, Dhanbad or even from
border districts of Bihar use to come
here for treatment. Mr. Guneshwar Rana
(village-Churchu, ~ panchayat-Nagwan,
block-Hazaribag Sadar) confirms about
his successful treatment at the camp as
he was a victim of personality disorder
but proper medication and his caring
wife Mrs. Asha Devi have supported him
to defy such deep-rooted crisis. Now he
teaches Maths in a school at his own village. Its worth mentioning that May
24th is World Schizophrenia Day which reminds us of all the pains suffered and
emotional turmoil being felt by such patients or their carers because of this
complicated disease with the fact that only 20 to 30 percent of all schizophrenia
patients are able to lead somewhat normal life. NBJK has appealed for public
awareness and treatment facility for mental diseases at district hospitals on the day.
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World Environment Day at LBHC

5 June, Bodhgaya : Lord Buddha Home for Children, the orphanage founded by SKB, the
Netherlands and run by NBJK has observed World Environment Day with full enthusiasm.
' Ry The children have joined to morning round with play cards, slogans
1 in support of the day and participated in public speaking as well as
drawing making around the issue for greater concern. The event was
encouraged with presence of Mr. Kumar Sarvjeet (MLA) and Mrs. Jyoti
| Manjhi (Ex-MLA). On 11 June, LBHC has organized a dental health
camp at Bakraur, a nearby village under Bodhgaya block (Dist-Gaya).
“| Dr. Abhishek Mrinal and Dr. Praveen Kumar (both dentists) have
treated 31 people suffering from dental problem. Also the patients
have been provided medicines free of cost up to worth Rs. 100 for each. The camp aims for
awareness towards dental diseases, handling facility at nearest point and finally to ensure
proper treatment for such patients, Mr. Tripurari Prasad Singh (Assistant Manager, LBHC) has
informed. Initially started for LBHC children, now dentistry is available for all at the premises
on Tuesday & Saturday (10 am-12 noon) with medicines worth Rs. 100 free of cost.

Training for DPO Leaders and Volunteers

13-14 June, Hazaribag : Training started for office bearers of DPOs (Disable
People’s Organizations) facilitated under Disability Rights program in
Jharkhand & Bihar with support of AVl & BLF, UK. First two days were allocated
for 36 participants belong to DPOs from Hazaribag, Koderma, Giridih districts
(Jnarkhand) and on 24-25 June, 24 office bearers of DPOs from Gaya, Nawada
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CASE STUDY

Ty = districts turned up for the training. All those were provided
importantinputs over establishing any such organization.
Mr. Shankar Rana (resource person) has shared step wise
effort to make a sustainable DPO. Also Mr. Girija Satish
(President, NBJK) has attended the training and addressed
AEN 1 the participants. He said that making organization is not
s0 tough but to run it, to generate resource for a purpose
| p S isnot an easy task. He suggested to get knowledge of the
process for fund raising. As an initiative to strengthening
community’s stake on Disability Rights, 100 selected village volunteers from
DSHGs/DPOs have been called for training about their rights & entitlements.
They have been provided information about 20 government schemes related to
medical support, education, mobility, livelihood and rehabilitation for PwDs. This
commenced with trainees from Gaya and Nawada on 15-16 June and concluded
on 29-30 June with volunteers from Hazaribag, Koderma and Giridih districts.
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As Tajna Water Comes Down

Bari village is about 18 km south east from Khunti town and near to celebrated village
Ulihatu, the birth place Bhagwan Birsa Munda. The total area of this village is 210 hec.
and most of the people are small farmers here. The land pattern is generally rain fed and
£ it is surrounded by Tajna River. The main crop of the village is Paddy and
|| Black Gram. Recently villagers entered into the cash crop farming such as
£33 tomato, water melon etc. and paddy stabilization through defined method
also been initiated. Under the joint program of CInl and NBJK; the people of
Bari village have been facilitated to get water through 160 mm PVC pipes
across Sudki hillocks from Tajna River. This covers a distance of 1.5 km by
“i: cutting rocks and downwards slopes with outlets at various points. Now
farmers can irrigate 200 acres round the year, get 24 hours water supply,
started growing on fallow land and use the water for domestic use also. The
experiment has bagged 10th Water Digest Water Award to NBJK and declared it as Best
NGO for Revival of Rural Water Resources by Times Network.
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