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Supporting Livelihood to Tribal Farmers of Khunti

NB.JK has initiated development works in tribal areas like Khunti and Murhu blocks of old
Ranchi district since 1996-97. This ensured communily participation and organized
people as per their need. With suppaort of Action Aid, NBJK had run NFE cenfres, health
camps, promoted women, youths and farmers to kead in their respective fields. This
provided infrastructure and support to farmers for sustainable livelihood and engaged
womnen with self-help groups. Vocational skill development, care to physically/mentally
challenged people, immunization camps for mothers & children, propagation of Mundari
dialect, food self-reliance, lac cullivation, vegetable farming are the major activities those
upgraded people's live here and focused over local resource management including
promaotion of socio-cultural heritage. Such activifies have got support from SRTT, IINRG,
Clnl, AVRDC and AIF also. It was found that new practices in nce/vegetable cultivation
and animal husbandry have improved food
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security for tribal families in Khunti & Murhu  #7

block. '
In March™ 5, an inclusive program on livelihood
enhancement for 2500 households in 45
villages under Khunti district was inifiated by
NBJK with support of Sir Ratan Tata Trust,
Mumbai and Cinl-Jharkhand. Previously such
joint wventure has benefited 2050 households
with increased food securily, cash crop
farming, livestock rearing and maore income,
They have supported farming on fallow land
with cash crop like tomato & watermelon, Also
some scheme based facilties were provided by
the district administration. This livelihood
support program is quite relevant for Khunti
where majority of people depend upon rain fed N
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agriculiure and migrate due to food insacurity.

NBJK believes that improved agricuttural practices and allied activities have potential to
transform rural income pattemn. As an iniiative, 22 households of Ulidih village under
Barudib panchayat have been facilitated to develop an upland patch of 7 acres for
watermelon farming. They checked water from a local watercourse flowing near the land
patch to grow this unconventional crap in the area. These farmers have received pump
sets and other relevant inputs for such farming. The program in progress aims for
increased annual income of Rs. 1 lac 20 thousand to each beneficiary family of Murhiu
block within the period of five years. In June, Mr, Santosh satpathy (Principal Secretary-
Personnel, GOJ) has distributed 32 pump sets, 4 sprayers and improved verities of
seeds during a farmers' festival at Saparom village. InAugust, Mr. N_ M. Sinha (Principal
Secretary-Rural Development, GoJ) has paid a visit to tlomato plots, lac cultivation sites
and collective farming in Latardih and Ruthdih villages of Guiuhatu panchayat in Murhu
block. He suggested for water resource structures and instructed district officials to
collate such works in MGNREGA schemes.

In recant times with support of Axis Bank Foundation (Mumbai), NBJK-Khunti has
promated SHG office bearers fo sustainable agricuture. This picked 75 leading
membersof 15 SHGs in 10 villages and provides them a comprehensive on-farm training
including water mapping, irigation and pest control. The same target group has
performed well in community tomato farming with profit of Rs. 2 lacs 36 thousand. These
are the new trends facilitated for tribal families towards resource making and sustainabla
Invelihood they need for seff-reliance. NBJK wishes o see Khunti district as a natural
habitat for self reliant tribal community,
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Dawat - e - Iftar and All Faiths Meet : Nav Bharat Jagriti Kendra and Lok
Samiti have organized Dawat-e-lftar at Hazanbag on 9th July. The event was
participated by around 150 Rozedars from all sections of society and Mr. Girija Satish
{President, NBJK) has greeted them on the occasion of Ramadan. After Magrib namag,
an All-faiths meet was held and many prominent citizens have shared their views upon
religious understanding to harmonize people. The program
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is solely devoted to peace and fraternity in society and all

great personalities of different religious faiths have shown
us the way we should live, said Mr, Girija Satish duning his
welcome address. He expressed concem over the
worldwide disputes in the name of religions that compels us
to involve millions of sacurity forces as unproductive and
purchase of armaments at the cost of poor people. Md
Istam Khan has praised India as the great land wherz
ancient Hindu schptures have called that God as formless
also and the cause behind all causes. Sardar Jaswant
Singh has appealed fo realize the different systems of
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worship the One, the omnipresent. Father Seletry has
cormelated eternal values of kindness and compassion for
allwith any religion. Mr. Swarupchand Jain was for control over desires as the base for
rituals and valued Indian democracy with enough space for followers of diverse faiths.
Dr. Faruqui has called the God as most merciful and descnbed renunciation as the
quiding spirit for any religious activity.

Sub-Committee Meeting of Family Counselling Centre : nBJk
run Family Counselling Cenfre has organized its Sub-Committee meeting on 28
July at Women's Police Station, Hazaribag and members have reviewed the
performance of FCC which gets support from CSWE,
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Mew Delhi through JSSWB, Ranchi to help out i
women & children suffering from family dispute or
domestic violence. The sub-committee members
have considered previous report, suggestions and
their observance by FCC. Mrs. Meera Gupta
{Counsellor) has informed the members about village
awareness meeting against domestic violence,
impartial information gathering and better
coordination with police as compliance to previous
suggesftions. She has tabled the quarterly report (May
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- July) during the meeting which referred to
registration of 27 cases of family disputes (marital 10,
liguor 06, land 02, In-laws 04, molestation 02, widow eviction 01, desertion 01
and superstition 01) with reconciliation for 07 cases (marital 03, liquor 02 and In-
laws 02). The counsellors have assured to settle the pending cases shortly, The
members have recommended for prompt information to women police station in
case of obscene calls and to call on 9431706325 for immediate help to victims of
sexual abuse,

Convention on Carers' Day : Aconvention of Carer SHGs was held at NBJK-

Hazarbag on Carers Day with support of Carers Worldwide and Commonwealth
Foundation, UK. 75 representatives from SHGs of Carers
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promoted by MBJK were present in the comvention

inaugurated by Dr. Dhamveer Prasad (Civil Surgeon,
Hazaribag) and Dr. Anil Patil (Founder & ED, Carers
Worldwide) jointly on 4th August, Dr. Dharmveer has greeted
the program for carers by NBJK with support of Carers
Worldwide and called this as an innovative measure in
service of hidden service providers in our homes and
vilages. He has assured for the assistance possible within
his prerogative and conveyed best wishes io the program, Dr.
Anil Patl has drawn attention over the pitiable condition of
carers and called for support fo mitigate their health and
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livelihood related problams they meet in daily lives additional
to taking care of their family members suffering from disability, mentaliliness or old age. Mr.
Girija Satish (President, NBJK) has welcomed all guests and participants in the convention
and defined Caring for Carers as a visionary program in villages from Sadar, Daru, |chak,
Katkamsandi and Katkamdag blocks of Hazarmibag district, He has briefed about stake of
Carers in programs like Rights to PWDs, their skill development and Mental Health &
Development by NEJK. Around 97% identified carers are women and their empowerment
is a key concemn for us, he pointed out. Mr. Girija Satish has suggested for a Carers Homea
in Hazaribag and skill development training to them for livelihood support.
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Independence Day Celebration : Nav Bharat Jagriti Kendra has celebrated
69h Independence Day of the nation with tricolor hoisting by Mr. Ginja Satish (President)
at NBJK coordination office (Hazarbag) amid national anthem, During his address, he
praised the contribufion of freedom fighters to make India as a soversign and democratic
country. Only economic prosperity does not work and we
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need inclusive development with a change in our mindsel to
defeal poverly, diseases and supersiitions, pointed aut Mr.
Girlja Satish afler recent incidents of witch hunting in
Jharkhand. He referred equality as well as decentralization
like foundation stones for any democratic set up and
considered relevance of Mahatma Gandhi to move forward
as a nation, NBJK president has reiterated the vow to reach
people in need and greeted all staff members on the day. At
Surekha Prakashbhai Public School (Chouparan), the
national flag was unfurled by Mr. Girija Satish and students
have performed a disciplined salutation parade, Their
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cultural show was inaugurated by the NBJK president and

Mr. Gandhary Gaurav (Director, SPPS) jointhy. This was a good compaosition with a number
of theme basad ballet, group dance and individual presentations. The students of class
VI, [X, X and junior sections have been widely acknowledged for thair show.
Workshop on Climate Change & Sustainable Development :
Jharkhand possesses only 8% forest as remaing with increasing carbon emission and
unexpected change in climate here is a part of the global challenge posed for our eco
system, economic development and the society as a whole, said Mr. H. 5. Gupta
{Chairman, Jharkhand Tribal Development Society) as the chief guest in the workshop on
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Climate Change & Sustainable Development organized by
NB.JK (Ranchi) with support from INECC and LAYAon 17-18
August in Ranchi. He called for an eco friendly system on
development io make the world safe for all. The program was
initiated with the welcome note by Mr. Satish Girija
(Secretary, NBJK) who has introduced the theme and
discussad over Jharkhand Action Plan on Climate Change.
This vital and compbex issue needs proper attention of policy
makers ta be addressed urgently with a vision for future, he
said. Ms Ajita Tiwary (INECC) has regretted over negligence
on climate change in Jharkhand despite industrialization and
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found a key role for CBOs to fill the gap. Mr. Sanjay (CANSA,
Delhi) has correlated nature caused disasters with climate
change and Mr. Madhukar {Senior Journalist) has suggested to think for farmers as they
are vicims of the development with deforestation. 20 grass root organizations have
participated in the workshop, A delegation has met Hon, Governar and submitted her the
mamarandum.

Inclusion Workshop by LNJPEH : NBJK run Loknayak Jay Prakash Eye
Hospital (Bahera, Chouparan) has arganized an Inclusion Workshop upon Eye Care with
support of Sightsavers (Kolkata) at the Civil Surgeon Office, Chatra (Jharkhand) on 1
September. Or. 5. P. Singh (Civil Surgeon) has applauded the initiative and assured for
systemic support to the cause. He admitted the constraint like shortage of
ophthaimalogists with Govt. and praised LNJPEH for its services, During opening
session, Mr. Girija Satish (President, NBJK) has welcomed the Civil Surgeon and officials
of district health department for the workshop focused upon mutual cooperation with
District Blindness Confrol Society, He mentioned about
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Satellite Centre at Chatra town and Eye Screening Camps in
remate villages of the district by LMNJPEH as an initiative fo be
scaled up with other measures, Dr. Jitendra Kumar
(Sightsavers) has stated about poor health index of Chatra
district and suggested for training o Sahiyas (vilage level
health workers) by the hospital to identify and facilitate eye
patients towards further treatment. The eye hospital was
represented by Mr. Gandhary Gaurav {Program Manager)
who briefed about the wide range of eye care services
available there including quality treatment for Diabetic
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Ratinopathy. We did mars than 2 lacs OPDs, 46000 cataract
surgeries and 24000 refractions with 65% cases free or
subsidized, pointed out Mr. Gaurav, Md. Asim Ali (Asst. Manager) has expressed concem
over low CSR (Cataract Surgery Ratio) that can be enhanced with collective efforis. Mr. T,
K. Sinha (DPO - NRHM) has assured to prepare a micro plan for such orientation o
Sahiyas.
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Outcome and Impact Orientation for VOs on Food Security : only
activities are not enough rather change based management is vital, Mr. Prakash Layak (ASK,
Gurgaon) has said during Outcome & Impact orientation o NBJK and pariner Vs on Food
Security during 1- 4 September. He viewed the goal of food
security achievable as changes in people's lives, identifying such
transformation, assessment of the linked process and by
ensuring its continuity, Mr. Layak, the resource person has
rationalized the initiative by NBJK & 22 grassroots organizations
from Jharkhand and Bihar to provide food security for 2500
neady people within next 3 years by facilitating them for self
reliance, defined selection of beneficiaries and through a
collective endeavor. He has made the theme much interesting by
group discussion, films and case studies. Mr. Rajeev Kumar
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Singh (Program Manager, NBJK) has informed about the
orientation as specific one for capacity building of the YOs and
towards strengthening the idea for food sedf reliance among poor people in their operational
areas with suppart from Bread for the World, Germany.

Deafblind Children on Pleasure Trip : Under Sense India (Ahmedabad)
supported Services for deafblind Children program, an outing was organized for such
children at Swarnjayanti Cafeteria Park, Hazaribag on 19
September, 16 deafblind children from 14 places like Hurhuru,
Harhad, Chistiva Mahalla with others have paricipated in the
picnic with their parents or carers and enjoyed various group
activities like drawing; empathy based intelligent games
including tasteful lunch surrounded by an encouraging milisu.
Mr. Santosh Kumar Shrivastava (Branch Manager, IDEI Bank -
Hazaribag) was invited to encourage the children on this
accasion. He abserved and shared this event with appreciations
for the services made available to deafblind children by NBJK
and Sense India. Md. Mayeem (Program Coordinator) has
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requested the parents to inform about mare children suffering
from deafblindness or mulli-sensary impairmants in their
Iocalities to get specialized support. He has briefed about ADL (Activities of Daily Living),
physiotherapy, functicnal reading-writing, sign language, parents fraining and other activities
under the program. The outing has made deafblind children
happier when they got shoes sponsored by Plan India for them.
Mrs. Indu Gupta, Ms Rashmi Parveen and Mr. Parasnath Mahto
of the program team have contributed in organizing the event,
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